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The Queen & Princess think Mr. & Mrs. Gladstone will like to
possess this likeness of her future Son-in-law.1
Besides his good looks he has a most charming countenance.
1160 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Partly printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 593-4.)
January 23. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone on his wife*s part and his own humbly thanks
Your Majesty for the gracious presentation of a Photograph of
Prince Louis [sic] of Battenberg, which conveys the most favour-
able and flattering impressions.
Mr. Gladstone humbly and entirely shares in Your Majesty's
strong sense of the high military qualities displayed alike by the
commanders and the men of Your Majesty's army in the battle of
Abu Klea; and likewise Your Majesty's deep concern for the
losses they have sustained. May the Almighty grant a speedy
termination to the bloodshed, of which there has been so much in
the Soudan ; and dissipate the fears which the recent action
tends to suggest, of a more determined resistance, on the part of
the Soudanese, to the advance of General Lord Wolseley, and to
his really humane mission, than he had anticipated.
Mr. Gladstone has not troubled Your Majesty with any remarks
touching the criticisms of public journals on the administration of
Lord Derby, mainly because he is not quite sure to what particular
part they are addressed. He finds that sometimes charges of
vacillation and indecision are advanced as the most convenient
method of attack, when an explicit avowal of the real anus of the
critic is deemed inexpedient. He hopes there is no ground for these
charges but he does not pretend to so minute an acquaintance
with all the affairs of great and complicated Departments as to
warrant a sweeping and unequivocal judgment on his part con-
cerning them. If however it were the fact that the real ground of
animadversion is, in this instance, to be found in Lord Derby's
slowness, or positive reluctance, to meet the demands now rife in
some of the Colonies for a system of annexations intended to
forestal the colonising efforts of other countries, Mr. Gladstone
could not honestly suppress the fact that he himself, for one, is
firmly opposed on principle to such a system, and he believes that
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